
HOLY WEEK and PASCHA 
Saturday, April 27 to Sunday, May 5, 2024    

 
“Let none fear death, for the death of the Saviour has set us free.

 Christ is risen and the demons have fallen.  Christ is risen and the angels rejoice.” 
 +St. John Chrysostom 

LAZARUS SATURDAY – April 27
10 a.m. Sunday School Talk

Father prepares the Holy Gifts on the Solea
 Father will prepare the gifts, explaining to the children what each part means.

 People may come and offer commemorations.  

 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 THEME: The raising of Saint Lazarus from the dead is a pledge of our own resurrection.

  
  12:00 p.m. Parish Clean-up (sign up online) 

 
 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers 

 THEME: Three readings from the Old Testament help us to prepare to welcome Christ who
comes as a King to usher in Salvation. 

PALM SUNDAY – APRIL 28 
9:30 a.m. Matins and Blessing of Palms 

 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 THEME: The triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem before His voluntary death is recalled.
Carrying palm branches, the faithful join in procession around the outside of the church in

recognition of this historic event. 

 6:30 p.m. Bridegroom Service 
 THEME: The commemoration of the noble Joseph and the Gospel account of the fig tree that

withered remind us that our lives are intended to produce ripe fruit. 

 GREAT MONDAY – APRIL 29
6:30 p.m. Bridegroom Service 

 THEME: The account of the wise and foolish virgins reminds us of the need for to be watchful at
all times expecting the arrival of Christ. 

GREAT TUESDAY – APRIL 30
 9:30 a.m. Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

 6:30 p.m. Bridegroom Service 
 THEME: The anointing of Christ by the woman at Bethany reminds us of our sinfulness and our

need for humility and mercy. The hymn of St. Cassiani calls us to pursue a spirit of reflection and
repentance.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4EACA92CA2FF2-lazarus#/


GREAT WEDNESDAY – MAY 1 
6:30 p.m. Sacrament of HOLY UNCTION 

THEME: The Sacrament of Holy Unction is celebrated for the healing of our souls and bodies.
 The themes of the 7 Epistle and Gospel readings are: repentance, forgiveness, and healing.

 

GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY – MAY 2 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

THEME: The Mystical Supper of Christ with His disciples is remembered as He offers the Mystery of
His Body and Blood for our salvation. He commands us ‘do this in memory of Me.’

6:30 p.m. The Service of the Passion Gospels 
THEME: The passion and death of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is read from twelve Gospel
accounts. The life giving Cross is placed in the center of the church for our contemplation and

veneration. 

 
 
 
 

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY – MAY 3 
9:30 a.m. The Royal Hours 

11:00 a.m. The Decorating of the Tomb 
3:00 p.m. Vespers - commemorating Joseph of Arimathea's removal of the Body from the Cross. 

6:30 p.m. Orthros with the Lamentations of the Theotokos 
THEME: The life giving death on the Cross of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, the removal of His sacred

body and the placing in the tomb are commemorated. As we relive these events we are reminded
that the most beloved One has given over His very life for our sake. The sacred shroud and

decorated bier are carried in funeral procession around the outside of the church as we relive the
burial of our Lord. 

All Night Vigil 
Following the service we remain in church throughout the night. keeping watch before the tomb of
Christ. The Psalter and Gospels are read with accounts from the lives of the saints (sign up online).

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4EACA92CA2FF2-holy1


 GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY – MAY 4 

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 THEME: The tomb of Our Lord is our focus as we realize the death and burial of

Christ and anxiously anticipate the joy of His Resurrection. The morning is one of
both sorrow and joy. During the Liturgy we scatter bay leaves, and ancient sign of

victory, to acknowledge Christ's victory over death. 

10:30 p.m. Rush Procession and Resurrection Matins 

 THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS PASCHA – MAY 5
 

MIDNIGHT PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 THEME: The Glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the sign of

universal life. The ‘true light’ is offered and a candle lit procession makes its way
around the church, 

 reminding us that the Light has overthrown the darkness. Blessed red eggs are
offered as a sign of new life. The Paschal exclamation ‘Christ Is Risen’ is offered and

exchanged. The Paschal Liturgy is celebrated in the light filled church as if in the light
giving tomb of the Resurrection.

 
 12:00 NOON -- Agape Vespers of the Resurrection 

 THEME: The Joyous Resurrection of Christ is announced and celebrated with the
reading of the Resurrection Gospel in many languages. 

   

Christ is Risen! – Truly He is Risen! 
Christos anesti – alithos anesti 
Al-maseeh qam – Ha-qan qam 

Christos voskrese – Vo-istinu voskrese
 Hristos a Inviat – a Deverat a Inviat 

 Le Christe est Resucité – En verité Il est Resucité
  Icristo ha Resucitado – En verdad ha Resucitado 

 Kristo ame fukuka –Kweli ame fukuka 


